
Dear Parents/Guardians of PISD Students,

Due to House Bill (HB) 3906, passed in 2019 by the 86th Texas Legislature, and House Bill (HB)

3261 & 4545 enacted by the 87th Texas Legislature in 2021, many changes are coming to the

Texas state testing program. Please note some of the major changes below (things underlined

are hyperlinked):

Vendor Changes

Cambium Assessments, Inc. (CAI) will be the new state test vendor starting in 2021-2022. CAI

will handle all of the state testing programs (STAAR, STAAR Alternate 2, TELPAS, and TELPAS

Alternate). Testing personnel will now have only one system to access for all state testing.

Students will also interact with the same user interface for all state tests. Pearson will still be

involved in the state testing program by developing test items and building the test forms. ETS

will no longer have a role in the Texas Assessment Program.

Elimination of Tests

The Texas Assessment Program has also been streamlined. The stand-alone grades 4 & 7 writing

STAAR assessments have been eliminated.

HB 4545 eliminated the automatic retention of students in grades 5 & 8 based on their reading

or math STAAR test results as well. Because of this, the retesting of grades 5 & 8 reading and

math STAAR assessments has been discontinued. Students will test only once during the

appropriate assessment period.

Grades 3-8 Reading Language Arts Redesign

The grades 3-8 reading STAAR tests are currently undergoing a redesign. In spring 2022 the

2017 Reading Language Arts TEKS will be assessed and the number of cross-curricular passages

on the assessments will increase. The tests will continue to have embedded multiple-choice

field test items covering revising and editing. Embedded field test items do not affect the

student’s test score. There will not be a writing prompt item on the 2022 3-8 reading

STAAR tests.

Online Administration

House Bill (HB) 3261, enacted by the 87th Texas Legislature in 2021, requires all state

assessments to be administered online by the 2022–2023 school year. The transition will

require nearly all students to be assessed online (with the exceptions of students taking the

STAAR Alternate 2 assessment and students who require accommodations that cannot be

provided online). PISD has transitioned to online administration for the 21-22 school year to be

better prepared for full implementation in 22-23.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SGnqDY-INrE
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/2021-2022-testing-calendar-update-05-20-21.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/2021-2022-testing-calendar-update-05-20-21.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/HB4545-Implementation-Overview.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=twRsJOa0s9w
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/assessment-initiatives/hb-3906/staar-redesign#onlinetesting


Stand-Alone Field Tests

To meet the legislative requirement that no more than 75% of the points on the STAAR tests

come from multiple-choice items TEA has been developing new item types. Because these item

types are so different from the ones on the current tests they cannot be embedded. Ponder ISD

was required to participate in 5th Science, 8th Math, & English II Stand-Alone Field Tests this

past February. No data from the assessments will be received by the District; however, will be

used by TEA for the development of the new STAAR Redesign.

Accelerated Instruction

For any student who does not pass STAAR grades 3–8 or EOC assessments, they will be

required to attend accelerated instruction.  Accelerated instruction entails either 1) assigning a

classroom teacher who is a certified master, exemplary, or recognized teacher, or 2) delivering

supplemental instruction (i.e., tutoring) before or after school, or embedded in the school day.

Due to the fact that PISD does not currently participate in the Teacher Incentive Allotment

program or have nationally certified teachers, any student who does not meet at least

Approaches on any STAAR assessment, will be required to attend 30 hours of accelerated

instruction in that specific content area. Accelerated Instruction will be provided during June of

summer 2022. If students fail to complete the appropriate hours during this time, they will be

required to complete their hours during the 22-23 school year. Please note that at the secondary

level this will more than likely require them to lose a chosen elective class.

For more information, please visit PISD’s Student Assessment Page.

If you have any questions or concerns, please reach out to your student’s Campus Testing

Coordinator, or email me at the address below.

Sincerely,

Tara Allred

Director of Student Services

Tallred@ponderisd.net

Ponder ISD

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/Notice-of-February-2022-Stand-Alone-Field-Test_0.pdf
https://www.ponderisd.net/Page/8023

